June 2009

State Park Closures Imminent?

You have no doubt seen a lot in the media lately about proposed State
Park closures. The Governor has proposed cutting all General Funds
to State Parks, which would necessitate closing 220 state parks.

As state park staff and volunteers, we can share with visitors the impact
of funding shortages, and related facts (for example, we estimate that
putting Railtown into caretaker status would save about $300,000 annu-
ally, and State Parks like Railtown generate $2.35 in General Fund
revenue for every general fund dollar spent).

As a reminder, however, it is not appropriate to discuss your personal
political opinions with the public, or within earshot of the public, when
you are identified as a state park paid or volunteer staff member.

Sierra #3 to be Erected at Railtown

Its official! The Sierra #3 will be reassembled here at the Railtown
shops. Staff is working hard to get the tender assembled prior to the
delivery of the boiler, which is estimated to be in mid-July.

We are looking for a few dedicated, skilled volunteers to assist on this
project. If you are able to commit time to this project, we need youl!
The erecting and completion of the #3 at Railtown will require the dedi-
cation and focus of all hands, and we will be diverting other paid staff to
this priority as required. This is a chance to be an integral part of the
team, and be a little part of history in the making.

If you are interested, please contact George or Kim. Over the next
month we will be meeting with potential team members to assess skills,
interests, and time availability. At this point, the majority of the work will
continue on weekdays to avoid conflict with train operations.

All in the Family

After 10 days at UCSF Medical Center, Lori Brandon Rainwater is now
at home, and continuing her treatments in Sonora. Her Doctors are
hopeful for her recovery, and she is in good spirits.

We are also thinking of Jean Rand this month, who is recovering at
Sonora Regional Hospital.
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More Bits and Pieces

Railtown 1897 SHP Represented in the Mother Lode Parade

The Railtown 1897 SHP float was paraded down Washington St. as part of the Mother Lode
Parade on May 9, 2009. The float, representing the #3 locomotive, was decorated to the hilt
including smoke wafting from the stack and "Engineer", Cliff Hughes, clanging the bell and
blowing the whistle. Gary and Linda Hosman pulled the float while John Rand did his impres-
sion of a wild west Conductor. The multitudes of parade-goers always seem to enjoy seeing
the #3 in the parade. A special thanks to Linda and Gary Hosman, Cliff Hughes and John
Rand for their unending support in preparing and presenting the float for the benefit on our
Park.

Pinecrest Potlucks

A Railtown summer tradition. June 24th, July 22nd, August 26th and September 23rd. Bring item to
BBQ, place setting, chair and dish to share. Arrive anytime, BBQ starts at 5:30. On the left, after
the 2nd bathroom.

Interesting Items— from the Narrow Gauge website— submitted by Tom Bispo

When the Yosemite Short Line project (owned by the Sierra Railway) was abandoned in 1906, a
team of Japanese workmen were still under contract. The owners decided to move both the work-
force and the 30" gauge equipment further north, to construct a 30" gauge railroad which would
transport rough cut lumber from the Standard Lumber Co's Empire City and Cold Springs mills to a
connection with the standard gauge Sugar Pine Railway at Lyons. From here the lumber would con-
tinue on the Sugar Pine Ry. and the Sierra Ry. to finishing plants at Sonora. These included not only
a planing mill but also a box factory and a sash & door works.

The Empire City Railway was constructed along the mountain ridge between the Stanislaus and
Tuolumne rivers. An incline at Lyons let loaded cars down to a simple reload facility where bundles
of rough-cut lumber were transferred to the Sugar Pine Ry. A second incline was dropped from
Stoddard Springs to Brownes Meadow, where the Empire City Mill was located. From here the line
continued to the Cold Springs Mill. In addition to carrying rough-cut lumber to Lyons, logs were
transported from several loading spurs to the Empire City Mill. The Cold Springs Mill recieved its
logs over skid roads.

Special Thanks this Month (and we know there are many more!)

Eugene Merritt, Jim Stark, David Ethier, Mike and Shirley Rainwater, Nancy Bull, Bill Baum, Jerry
Tannhauser, Bob Ide, Rick Willson, Lenny and Sandy Guitelli, Stan Eggink, James Judnich, Michael
Cowley, Kurt Anderson, Ron Konklin, are some of our new volunteers who have been busy! Also
thanks to Mike Rainwater for the steps on the 2901, Linda and Darryl stewarding the 2901 over Me-
morial Day Weekend. And all of you for all you do!
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Bits and Pieces

Railtown Web Diary- www.railtown1897.wordpress.com
The web diary is being updated at least weekly, and contains lots of tidbits and progress reports
which you may find beneficial in your interactions with the public. We encourage you to refer to it!

Sierra #3 Status

The tender assembly continues, with the goal of completion by late June. The crew could really
use a third person to heat the rivets and pass them to the riveters. If you are available for this im-
portant job, we’ll provide the safety equipment and training. Half-day shifts are available. Talk to
George.

Steam at Railtown
The #2 is being assembled as this is being written, and with any luck, we’ll be running steam soon.

From the Desk of Dave Rainwater, Docent Coordinator

Dave has been working a limited schedule this month. However, he tries to get in when he can.

You can help by signing up for shifts (especially Car Hosts!).

« Don’t forget we have a Special Events Committee Meeting on Monday the 8th at 9am (in the
Carriage Room). We'll be planning details for the 4th of July and Red White & Blue Day.

« We have some great training coming up, be sure to take advantage of it!

e Are you receiving our email updates? Make sure we have your email address!

Training This Month! June 13th- Geology Gold and Lumbering

Want to know a little bit more about the geology of the area around our park and railroad, about
how gold developed in the area, the different ways it was mined, where and how it was mined, how
the lumber industry developed and how it impacted our railroad? On Saturday June 13" from 8:30
AM until about 9:45 AM Dave Connery will topics will be discussed as a part of the Continuation
Training for volunteers and staff at Railtown 1897. The training will be held in the Truck Shed.

Historic Machine Shop- Operator Qualification Training

On Saturday, June 13th (after the Geology, Gold and Lumbering training session), Railroad Resto-
ration Leadworker George Sapp, and Curator Lisa Smithson will conduct a training session on the
safe operation of the belt-driven machine shop.

The belt-driven machine shop is an amazing cultural resource, and a real crowd-pleaser when in
operation. With everything we do, however, we have to balance use, with preservation. At this
training on June 13th, you’ll learn how to do that, as well as interesting interpretive information on
the historic equipment.

Volunteers attending this training will receive an operators card, which authorizes operation of the
shop. If you are not able to attend this session, but would like to be authorized to operate the belt
shop, please see George or Lisa.

THE RAILTOWN TURNTABLE
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Railtown Paid Staff Contact Information
Newsletter submissions: RailtownNews@parks.ca.gov

Kim Baker, Park Superintendent 984-4622
George Sapp, Railroad Restoration Lead Worker 774-6368
Ryan Richelson, Maintenance Supervisor 984-3115
Joe Bispo, Asst. Railroad Operation Manager 984-8718
Virginia Stamm, Admin Assistant 984-3953
Rob Buchanan, Park Maintenance Worker | 984-3115
Danny Taylor, Park Maintenance Assistant 984-3115
Dave Rainwater, Park Aid (and Docent Coordinator) 984-4408
Lisa Smithson, State Park Curator | 984-8719

kbaker@parks.ca.gov
gsapp@parks.ca.gov
rrichelson@parks.ca.gov
jbispo@parks.ca.gov
vstamm@mlode.com
rbuchanan@parks.ca.gov
dtaylor@parks.ca.gov
darainwater@parks.ca.gov
Ismithson@parks.ca.gov

Newsletter Available in Alternative Format on Request
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CSRMF Behind the Scenes Tour- from the e-Mailbag

Jennifer,

| wanted to thank you so much for the marvel-
ous day at Railtown 1897. All of us (my guests
and wife) had a great time. We want to thank
you, the staff, and the volunteers for making the
tour so special. Everyone we met was friendly,
informative, helpful and fun on such a beautiful
day. Please convey our appreciation to all who
worked so hard to make this event happen. The
Best Western Sonora Oaks was very comfort-
able and clean, with a great restaurant and
friendly staff. The only change | would have
liked is cooler weather, but that is beyond any-
one’s control.

Thank you so much!
Ray Holstead

Kathy,

| wanted to tell you that my report is now online
at: http://trainweb.org/carl/Railtown2009

| was most impressed with the planning and
execution of the Tour and want to congratulate
you and please pass on this e-mail.

Incidentally, I've used some of the photos | my
report about Railtown and applied some digital
filters to them and posted them at my personal
website. They are mixed in with some other
photo subjects, but you will recognize those
from Railtown and the CSRM. My website is:

http://MoKnowsPhotos.com
Sincerely,

Carl Morrison, Carl@TrainWeb.com

Hi y'all,

| just want to thank you again (and again and
again) for making the event so great. We heard
literally, nothing but good things about it from
people you asked, and people who just came up
to tell us, and even people who have emailed
since then.

Kim, your group is so cool — | hope they know |
personally have a special love for Railtown and
all those who work there. They are the best!

So one of the members, made a DVD — and a
very nice one, | might add — and | am getting cop-
ies made for you. He said he would love for you
all to have copies. It is well done, with original
music to boot! (note: also available on youtube)

I'll get that up to you as soon as | can.

Delta

Thanks so much for organizing the Railtown tour.
While you may have been doing this for over 20
years, it was our first time to attend and we en-
joyed ourselves immensely.

Kirk McKusick

To All of our Paid and Volunteer Staff-

Thank you so much for making this day a suc-
cess! It was Railtown’s chance to shine, and we
did!

Kim
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: Welcome Raj Bolla, Railtown’s first-ever, UC
rf Merced Intern!

c Raj is a bio-engineering major at UC Merced, and
is a participant in a brand-new program. The
California State Parks University of Merced Stu-

. dent Leadership Program is a new partnership to
~ introduce students to careers in State Parks.

Raj started his summer rotation at The Mott Train-
ing Center in Pacific Grove, and in several parks
L in the Monterey District. He will be joining us
from July 6— 31st, before heading off to Angel Is-
land in August.

He visited us on May 16th, and was excited and
enthusiastic about his time at Railtown. Come
join him for lunch on July 7th and say hi!

>4 N

Welcome our new Curator, Lisa Smithson!

Lisa graduated from University of Texas at Austin with
a B.F.A and first moved to Tuolumne County in 1992.
Her first career was as a printer and printmaker of
etchings and engravings, and has also worked as a ra-
dio announcer at KUOP, a ramp agent for AOM air-
lines, teacher, gallery manager, sous- chef, and most
recently has worked as a curatorial Park Aide at Co-
lumbia State Historic Park, and as Curator Il for Tuo-
lumne County. She plays several stringed instruments
with the Rose Creek Ramblers, an old time traditional
group that performs in the region. She lives with her
husband and two sons in Columbia.

You may recognize Lisa, she has been working part-
time at Railtown assisting with inventories and our new
sign project. Its great to have her on full-time. Wel-
come, Lisal!



