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USE of PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES

FRA Emergency Order 26

In controlling locomotive cab:
All portable electronic devices must be turned off, ear pieces removed & stored out of reach on a moving train.

A cellular phone may used to communicate railroad business on stopped trains or on a moving train in the case of an emergency.

Exception: A railroad issued portable two-way radio may be used.

In body of train:

Crew members must turn off all portable electronic devices, except for railroad issued cellular phones & portable two-way radios, remove ear pieces & store devices out of reach. 

Railroad issued phones & portable two way radios must be kept on at all times & will only be used to communicate railroad business.

Exception: A personal cellular phone may be used to conduct railroad business.

On railroad right of way:

All crew members are prohibited from using electronic devices while any crew member is:

· On the ground lining switches or inspecting trains.

· Riding on the outside of equipment.

· Handling cars ahead of engine.
or

· When performing other duties that require undivided attention to safety or rules compliance

Use of railroad-issued electronic devices is permitted to conduct railroad business if the person using the device remains clear of tracks & does so in a manner that will not allow an unsafe condition to arise.

If not otherwise restricted or prohibited, use of cellular telephones is permitted only when all of the following conditions are met:

1. The train is stopped & no crew member is engaged in railroad safety related duties.

2. All crew members understand that no movements will be made.

3. All crew members are clear of the track.

4. The cellular telephone is used for voice communications only.

Digital & other types of timepieces, hearing aides & railroad issued portable two-way radios are not to be considered as prohibited. 
Kimberly Baker, Superintendent I
